ANCIENT GREEK for EVERYONE
Unit 20
CLASSICAL READING

The oldest complete work to survive in Classical Attic Greek is also the oldest surviving complete script
of a play in the world. Persians by Aeschylus was originally performed in 472 BCE. This tragedy
dramatizes what it was like for Persian royalty to receive news of their defeats by the Greeks. This
reading comes from a gripping report by a Persian messenger, who narrates the Battle of Salamis in 479
BCE, the decisive naval victory for the Greeks. Although written as if told by a Persian, Aeschylus
himself had fought at this battle, so it seems that this is a rare first-hand account of one of the turning
points in world history. The scene begins at dawn:

Kol VOE €xweL, kKoL HaA” BEAAN vV otoatog
KkoudaloV EKTTAOLY oL UL KO loTaTo-
emtel ye pévtor AevkomwAog Muéoa
TIAOAV KATETXE YALAV eDPEYYNG OELV,
TEWTOV UEV ML KEAadOG EAAN VWV Ttaoa
HoATNdOV evPuNoev, 0OV O’ dua
AVTNAGAaEe vNoLOTOOg TETEAG
Nxw, Popog de maot PagPaoLs maEnv
YVWOUNG ATTOOPAAELTLV: OV YXQ WS puyn
rtaav’ epopvovv oepvov ‘EAANveg tore,
AAA” €c paxnv opuwvteg eVYPLXW Bpdoet.
OAATILYE O auth) MAvT eketv’ emePAeyev:
evOLC 0¢ KWTMNG E0OLAdOC ELVEUPOAT)
Ematoav ANV BeuxLoV €k keAgvuatog.
OQowg d¢ mavTeg Noav ekPaveilg WOV
TO 0e&LOV HEV TIRWTOV EVTAKTWS KEQAG
NYELTO KOOUW, deVTEQOV O’ O TAG OTOAOG
ETEEEXWOEL KAL TTAXQTV OHOV KAVELV
TOAAT)V Bonv: Q madeg EAANvwy, ite
gAevBepovte matEld’, eAevOepovTe O
nadag yvvaikag Oev te matoowyv £0n
ONkac te MTEOYOVWV: VUV, UTEQ MAVTWY, dywv. (405)
Kot unv maQ’” Nuev Iepotdog yAwoong 0600g
vmnvtiale, KOUKET 1NV HEAAELY dxur).
(Aeschylus Persians 384-407)



aicpn) - 1) peak, point, climax
G&Aum -G 1) seawater
avtaAaAalw shout back
anoodpAAAw stagger away from (+ gen.)
avtr) -N¢ 1 shout, battle cry
Bon -1¢ 1) shout, cry
Povxiog —a —ov bellowing
yoia —ag 1) earth
0el1og —& —ov right
£€d0o¢ —ovg 10 seat, foundation
éxmAoug —oug 6 launch, a sailing out
gxpavng —ég visible
éAevBepdw free
emekyweéw advance next
émupAéyw inflame
evtaktog —ov well-ordered, orderly
evdeyync —£ég very bright
evPNUéw make a righteous sound
en0x0G —ov spirited
épupvéw sing a hymn
Nyéopat lead
1xw —ovg 1) echo
O1kn —ng 1) case, tomb
Bod¢ —& —6v quick
Bodoog —oug 10 boldness
Kol unyv this phrase introduces
a new topic in conversation
kato-€xw hold down, spread around
KéAadog —ov O noise
KéAevpa —atog T call

VOCABULARY

Kképag —atog o horn, wing

KAV hear

KOUKET'= Kol OUKETL

KkLPalog —a —ov hidden

kwmr —1g 1) handle (of an oar)

AevkOdTtwAog —ov white-horsed

HOATNOOV like a song

vnowg -dog 1) islander

EvveppoAn -Ng 1) simutaneous throwing in

Opov in the same place

TIULAV -&vog O paean, a victory song to a god

00010¢ —a —ov straight up

oguaw hurry

oLdapT) nowhere, no way

naiw strike

nidoot As the accent indicates, this preposition
takes a preceding object.

niatoog —a —ov father’s, hereditary

IMegowdg —oig —tkov Persian

TEOYOVOGS —0L O ancestor

06010¢ —1&dog —ov rushing sound

0600¢ —ov 0 a rushing sound

OAATILYE —1yYog 1) trumpet

oeuvog -1 —Ov sacred

0TOA0G —ov 0 expedition, army

0TEATAC —OU O army

vravtialw encounter

¢dvuyn in hasty retreat

Xwoéw move



